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Explore a huge variety of art forms, gain an insight into 
the history and practice of art and design and learn from 
passionate, knowledgeable lecturers on one of our flexible 
part-time Year, Short, Weekend and Evening courses.

NEW V&A YEAR COURSE
Textiles: Ancient to Modern – Become familiar with textiles 
in all their glory by examining techniques and designs 
from around the world and exploring how they have been 
used in Europe to produce an infinite variety of fabrics and 
patterns. Each year course comprises 3 lectures per day, one 
day per week, with 3 gallery talks per term. See pages 14 – 15 
to find out more.

NEW V&A EVENING COURSES
Enjoy engaging part-time short courses, one evening per 
week, exploring popular subjects led by the V&A’s expert 
course tutors. Courses will be taking place at the Victoria 
and Albert Museum (closest tube stop South Kensington) 
and at the V&A Museum of Childhood (closest tube stop 
Bethnal Green).
See page 40 to find out more about evening courses or 
visit www.vam.ac.uk/moc to learn more about the V&A 
Museum of Childhood.

BOOKING AND FURTHER INFORMATION
Fees
Please see each course listing for details. Lunch is not 
provided on year or short courses. Please note the full fee 
applies to V&A Members, patrons, students and senior 
citizens. Concessions are available to ES40 holders and 
registered disabled people. A carer may accompany a 
registered disabled course student for free, please inform 
staff when booking.

How to Book
Book online at www.vam.ac.uk/courses or call  
020 7942 2211. Year courses can be booked by the year, by 
the term or by the day. The Twentieth Century: Masters of 
Modern Architecture and Design short course can also be 
booked by the term or day subject to availability.

Year Course Certificate
For an additional fee, year course students have the option 
to study for the V&A Year Course Certificate. Students can 
participate in discussion groups, seminars, write object 
reports and essays and receive valuable feedback from 
tutors. On satisfactory completion of the year you will be 
awarded the certificate. £410, no concessions, (limited to 15 
students per option). Find out more by calling 020 7942
2211 or going online at www.vam.ac.uk/courses
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Year Courses
Art and the City:  
Ancient to Modern
Mondays, 19 September 2016 to 17 July 2017 
(over 3 terms) 11.10 – 15.30

‘I love that fact that the lectures are linked with 
insightful tours of the objects held in the V&A,  
making a real connection to the programme.’

Many celebrated artists have been closely associated 
with major European and American cities such as Paris, 
Rome, London, Berlin and New York.  They have lived 
and worked in these cities and many have made the 
city itself a subject of their work.  Many cities are also 
rich repositories of world-class architecture and art.

This course explores the vibrant relationship 
between art and the metropolis from Antiquity to the 
present day.  It will examine case studies on ancient 
Athens and Rome, medieval visions of the city, 
Renaissance Florence, Rome and the Baroque, Paris 
and Impressionism, Berlin and the inter-war period, 
New York and the Abstract Expressionists, as well as 
considering the development of the art world and 
artistic communities in cities such as London and 
Vienna.

Major figures like Raphael, Titian, Manet, Picasso, 
Dali, Pollock and Warhol will be considered as well as 
critics, dealers, patrons and less well-known artists, 
designers and architects.

Course Director: Dr Kathy McLauchlan
Dr Kathy McLauchlan is an art historian specialising in French 
painting.  She read Modern History at the University of Oxford, 
then studied at The Courtauld Institute, where she completed an 
MA on 19th century art and a PhD on the work of painters at the 
French Academy in Rome.  Kathy has worked for a range of arts 
institutions, including the Open University, NADFAS, Birkbeck 
College, Newcastle University and Morley College, where she was 
head of the Art & Design Department.

Expert lecturers include: 
Dr David Bellingham, 
Programme Director at Sotheby’s 
Institute, specialist in classical 
art and architecture
Dr Sally Dormer, V&A Year 
Course Director
Dr Paula Nuttall, V&A Year 
Course Director
Dr Justine Hopkins, freelance 
lecturer, specialist in 19th and 
20th century art and design.

Topics and themes include  
the following: 
Art and Architecture  
of Ancient Athens
Cities of Islam
Centres of Power and 
Patronage: Rome, St Petersburg 
and Berlin  
Florence and Venice during  
the Renaissance
Byzantium, Constantinople  
and Istanbul
Portraying the Urban Scene 
from Hogarth to Film Noir 
Visions of the Ideal City
Architecture and Urban 
Planning
Art of the Floating World: Edo, 
Paris and Ocean Liners
Urban Sublime: Images of 
Poverty and Destruction
Vienna Fin de Siècle
Cities - Deco Style

£1950 per year, £1600 
concessions
£825 per term, £640 
concessions
£73 per day, £57 concessions

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211 4–5
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Year Course
Arts of South and  
Southeast Asia, and the 
Islamic Middle East
Mondays, 19 September 2016 – 17 July 2017 
(over 3 terms) 11.10 – 15.30

‘I was so entranced by the extensive range of topics, 
including ones of which I was unaware’

Discover the art and archaeology of Asia, from the 
Himalayas and the Indian Subcontinent to the island 
nations of Southeast Asia. The origins of the ancient 
religions of Buddhism, Hinduism and Jainism will 
be explored and their subsequent impact across the 
region. Temple architecture and sculpture, paintings 
and manuscripts offer insights to ritual practice 
and belief. Artistic and technological innovations in 
ceramics, textiles, metalwork and lacquer display 
distinct regional characteristics as well as shared 
features transmitted through cultural exchange and 
commerce.

The advent of Islam across the Middle East and later 
to the Mughal courts of India and Southeast Asia 
introduced a new set of artistic stimuli. Islamic art 
will be examined in religious and secular contexts in 
a range of media up to the modern period.
Finally, the impact of trade, diplomacy and 
colonialism will be explored, and the lasting artistic 
legacy of social and political developments which 
shaped the early modern era. 

Course Director: Helen Glaister
Helen Glaister has been Course Director for the Arts in Asia Course 
at the V&A since 2004 and lectures at the School of Oriental and 
African Antiquities, University of London. Initially trained as an 
Art Historian, Helen specialised in Chinese Art and Archaeology at 
SOAS following time spent living in China. She previously worked 
at the British Museum and Birkbeck College and has lectured for 
the British Library and Percival David Foundation. Current research 
interests include Chinese export porcelain and collections history 
at the V&A.

Expert lecturers include:
Adam Hardy
Anna Dallapiccola
Mehrdad Shokoohy
Rosie Llewellyn-Jones
Rosemary Crill
Pierre Baptiste
Alexandra Green
Jessica Harrison-Hall
George Manginis
Melanie Gibson
Anna McSweeney

V&A Curators: Susan Stronge, 
Nick Barnard, Divia Patel, John 
Clarke, Sau Fong Chan, Moya 
Carey, Salma Tuquan

Topics include:
Hindu Iconography
Mughal Architecture
Indian Jewellery
Rajput Painting
Himalayan Sculpture
Arts of Burma and Thailand
Textiles of Java
Mecca and Medina Hajj Routes
Iznik Ceramics
Rock Crystal, Glass and Textiles
Contemporary Islamic Art

£1950 per year, £1600 
concessions
£825 per term, £640 
concessions
£73 per day, £57 concessions
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Dish, fritware, painted in 
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a rock-and-wave border, 
Turkey (Iznik), ca. 1570-80

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211



 

Year Course
Late Medieval to Early 
Renaissance: 1250 – 1500
Tuesdays, 20 September 2016 – 11 July 2017 
(over 3 terms) 11.10 – 15.30

‘Outstanding quality of content and delivery.’

Examine the visual arts in an era of profound cultural, 
intellectual and social change.  Chart important 
stylistic developments from High Gothic to the 
Renaissance revival of classical antiquity, the rise of 
realistic representation and the emergence of artistic 
personalities. Consider patterns of patronage: the 
collective enterprise of the great gothic cathedrals, 
the magnificence of princes and popes, and the 
growing spending power of the middle classes.  

Discover how the arts were affected by devotional 
practices and by humanist scholarship, and 
investigate the materials and techniques involved in 
artistic production.  Study the work of well-known 
painters, sculptors and architects such as Giotto, 
Van Eyck, Donatello and Leonardo da Vinci alongside 
the decorative arts, including tapestry, stained 
glass, goldsmiths’ work and majolica, all superbly 
represented in the V&A’s acclaimed Medieval and 
Renaissance Galleries.

Course Director: Dr Paula Nuttall
Dr Paula Nuttall is an art historian specialising in the Renaissance, 
and has taught on the Medieval and Renaissance Year Course since 
its inception in 1993.  She gained her B.A. and Ph.D at The Courtauld 
Institute of Art, writing her doctoral thesis on artistic relations 
between the Netherlands and Italy.  She has published widely, 
including From Flanders to Florence, the Impact of Netherlandish 
Painting, 1400-1500 (Yale 2004), and co-curated the exhibition 
Face to Face: Flanders, Florence and Renaissance Painting at The 
Huntington, San Marino (California) in 2013.  Paula formerly 
taught at the British Institute of Florence, and also lectures for the 
National Gallery, NADFAS and the Courtauld.

Expert Lecturers Include:
Dr Sally Dormer, V&A Year  
Course Director 
Dr Anna Eavis, Curatorial 
Director, English Heritage
Dr Jim Harris, Ashmolean 
Museum, Oxford
Peta Motture, V&A Senior 
Curator
Dr Catherine Oakes, Director of 
Studies, University of Oxford, 
Department of Continuing 
Education
Dr Catherine Reynolds, Christie’s 
Manuscript Consultant

Topics include:
Contexts: historical, philosophical 
and theological
Sienese and Florentine Painting 
in the 14th Century
Art, Artefacts and the Liturgy
Late Gothic Architecture in the 
North and Italy
Early Netherlandish Painting
Illuminated Manuscripts and 
Early Printing
Florentine Renaissance Painting 
and Sculpture
Renaissance Architecture and 
Domestic Interiors
Enamels and Ivory Carving
Textiles: Embroidery and Tapestry
Dress and Jewellery

£1950 per year, £1600 concessions
£825 per term, £640 concessions
£73 per day, £57 concessions
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Hand from an arm 
reliquary, silver, parcel-gilt, 
Belgium (Flanders),  
ca. 1250 -1300

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211



‘The speakers, without exception, were excellent.’

London is one of the greatest cities on earth. It sits 
at the centre of Time and the world sets its clock 
by GMT. Its famous inhabitants include William 
Shakespeare, Samuel Pepys, Charles Dickens, Sherlock 
Holmes, and Jimi Hendrix. Its buildings embrace 
Gothic and Renaissance splendours, Georgian elegance, 
Victorian grandeur, and modern architectural 
wonders and technology like the Shard. London is 
built on a rich foundation of commerce and trade, 
and gave the world modern banking, insurance and 
the stock exchange. It has attracted visitors and 
settlers, including exiles and refugees, from all over 
the globe. The city has an indomitable history and 
has survived fire, war, bombardment and plague. 

This course explores a thousand years of the social 
and cultural life of a great city from its early days as 
a feudal kingdom to a modern metropolis. Delivered 
by some of London’s leading historians and V&A 
curators, it covers the artefacts and architecture, 
people and events, and cultures and customs of 
Londoners from the building of the Tower of London 
to the Millennium Dome. 

Course Director: Mike Berlin
Mike Berlin is a Lecturer at Birkbeck College, University of London. 
He is a specialist in the social history of early modern London 
and has published extensively on the history of London’s guilds. 
Previously, he was a research officer at the Centre for Metropolitan 
History, Institute of Historical Research. His most recent work has 
been on 20th century social history. He is currently researching the 
history of the British New Left.

Expert lecturers include:
Tracy Borman, Historic Royal 
Palaces
Sally Dormer, V&A Year Course 
Director
Hazel Forsyth, Museum of 
London
Vanessa Harding, Birkbeck
Elizabeth McKellar, Open 
University
John Styles, University of 
Hertfordshire
Jonathan Conlin, University of 
Southhampton
Tessa Murdoch, V&A
Lynda Nead, Birkbeck
Susan Brigden, University of 
Oxford

Topics include:
Mapping London
The Tower of London
Tudor and Stuart Theatre
Holbein and the Tudor Court
The Black Death
Clubs and Coffee Houses
Prostitution and Vice
The great Stink
The London Art World
Dickens’ London
Underground London
Swinging London
London at War
Skyscrapers and the City

This Year Course does not have 
a Certificate Option
£1950 per year, £1600 concessions
£825 per term, £640 concessions
£73 per day, £57 concessions
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Big Ben clock tower seen 
at night from Parliament 
Square, 1970, Edwin Smith/ 
RIBA Collections

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211

Year Course
London Life and Times: 
Medieval to Modern 
1066 – 2000
Wednesdays 21 September 2016 – 12 July 2017 
(over 3 terms) 11.10 – 15.30



Year Course
High Renaissance to Baroque: 
1500-1720
Wednesdays, 21 September 2016 – 12 July 2017  
(over 3 terms) 11.10 – 15.30

‘It is really rewarding to be amongst lecturers and 
other students who are so interested and who know so 
much about the subjects.’

Explore the art, architecture and decorative arts of 
Europe from the High Renaissance to Baroque, focussing 
on Italy, France, Germany, the Netherlands and England.

During this period the Renaissance filtered through 
from Italy, affecting all the arts.  The invention of 
printing enabled books and prints to reach a much 
wider audience and quickly popularised new styles.  
At the same time the Reformation wrought havoc 
with the established order and a century of war 
and revolution followed.  In some parts of Europe 
iconoclasm meant the destruction of religious art, 
and by the mid 17th century Europe was divided into 
Roman Catholic and Protestant states.

The course examines changes in patronage, with the 
rise of a prosperous middle class wanting portraits 
and genre paintings as well as consumer goods such 
as maiolica and textiles; it considers the effect of wars 
and economic policies on the production of art, metalwork 
and furniture, and the influence of trading voyages 
on imports of luxury goods from the East. 

Course Director: Dr Kathy McLauchlan
Dr Kathy McLauchlan is an art historian specialising in French 
painting.  She read Modern History at the University of Oxford, 
then studied at The Courtauld Institute, where she completed 
an MA on 19th century art and a PhD on the work of painters at 
the French Academy in Rome.  Kathy has worked for a range of 
arts institutions, including the Open University, NADFAS, Birkbeck 
College, Newcastle University and Morley College, where she was 
head of the Art & Design Department.

Expert Lecturers include:
Dr Susan Bracken, art historian 
and specialist on collecting in the 
17th century, freelance lecturer in 
painting, decorative arts of the 
16th to 18th centuries
Caroline Knight, architectural 
historian specialising in 
English 16th and 17th century 
architecture and patronage, 
founder of the V&A High 
Renaissance to Baroque year 
course, author of London’s 
Country Houses (Phillimore, 2009)
Dr Paula Nuttall, V&A Year 
Course Director
Dr Joachim Strupp, specialist in 
German art with a particular 
interest in German and Venetian 
16th century painting and 
prints, and German Baroque 
architecture.

Topics Include:
Leonardo da Vinci - Artist and 
Thinker
Michelangelo and Julius II
Art and Collectors
Architecture in Venice and  
the Veneto
Caravaggio and his Influence in 
Italy and the North
Art of Spain: El Greco, Velázquez 
and Zurbaran
Painting of the Tudor and Stuart 
Courts
The Golden Age of Dutch 
Painting from Vermeer to 
Rembrandt

£1950 per year, £1600 concessions
£825 per term, £640 concessions
£73 per day, £57 concessions

12–13

Portrait miniature of Richard 
Sackville, third Earl of Dorset, 
watercolour on vellum, 
painted by Isaac Oliver, 1616.

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211



Expert Lecturers Include:
Dr Susan Kay-Williams, Royal 
School of Needlework
Professor Gale R Owen-Crocker, 
University of Manchester
Anna Jackson, V&A
Dr Susan Whitfield, British Library
Sue Pritchard, Royal Museums 
Greenwich
Dr Lesley Miller, V&A
Helen Wolfe, British Museum
Dr Wolfe Burchard, National Trust
Dr Jennifer Harris, The Whitworth 
Manchester

Topics include:
Fibres and Ancient Textiles
Textiles and Trade
Printing and Dyeing
Carpets
Asia and Europe
Hand-made Textiles
Textiles Through the Ages
Domestic Needlework
Art Textiles

This Year Course does not have a 
Certificate Option
£1950 per year, £1600 concessions
£825 per term, £640 concessions
£73 per day, £57 concessions

14–15

Year Course NEW
Textiles: Ancient to Modern
Thursdays, 22 September 2016 – 13 July 2017  
(over 3 terms) 11.10 – 15.30

In our throw-away world where dress and furnishings 
quickly go out of fashion and are relatively 
inexpensive to replace, they are often seen as 
transient accessories to our lives but throughout 
history textiles have been the most obvious 
expression of our personal values.  Lustrous silk, 
crisp linen, soft wool and brightly coloured cotton 
clothe our bodies and decorate our homes. Although 
patterned textiles are the most intimate form of 
decorative art because we wear them next to our skin 
and they move and breathe with us, how well do we 
know them?

Become familiar with textiles in all their glory by 
examining techniques and designs from around the 
world and exploring how they have been used in 
Europe to produce an infinite variety of fabrics and 
patterns.  See the different ways in which textiles can 
be studied and learn about the many skills required 
to create the sumptuous textiles in the V&A, from 
enormous tapestries to gossamer-like webs of lace, 
from glittering embroidery to muted tweeds. See 
how technique limits the creativity of a designer and 
be amazed at the ingenuity of engineers and artists 
who, from the classical world to the present day, have 
extended the boundaries of what is possible. 

Course Director: Jennifer Wearden
Jennifer Wearden was Senior Curator of Textiles in the Department 
of Furniture, Textiles & Fashion until 2005 and is now an Honorary 
Research Fellow in the V&A. With experience of the textile industry 
in Lancanshire, and 28 years working with the textiles collections 
in the V&A, she now uses her knowledge to devise and deliver 
some highly successful textile courses for the Museum. She has 
also co-authored several popular V&A books. 

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211

The Devonshire Hunting 
Tapestry - Bear & Boar 
Hunt detail, Southern 
Netherlands, 1430 – 40
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‘

Year Course
Chardin to Cézanne: Art and 
Innovation in Europe,  
1720-1900
Thursdays 22 September 2016 – 13 July 2017  
(over 3 terms) 11.10 – 15.30

‘The quality of the lecturers is excellent. They all know 
their subject inside out.’

Encompassing the Rococo, the Romantics,  
Pre-Raphaelites, Impressionists and Post 
Impressionists, this course explores the major 
developments in western painting during the 18th 
and 19th centuries.  Within the framework of a 
chronological survey, it considers some of the most 
celebrated artists of the modern age - including the 
work of Watteau, Hogarth, Blake, Courbet, Degas, 
Whistler and Van Gogh - together with many others 
whose names will be less familiar.  

This course attempts to account for the ‘Why’ as well 
as explaining the ‘How’, exploring themes such as 
taste, the market and the avant-garde, and looking 
at the relationships between art, politics and culture 
within the context of a rapidly changing world.

Course Director: Dr Kathy McLauchlan
Dr Kathy McLauchlan is an art historian specialising in French 
painting.  She read Modern History at the University of Oxford, 
then studied at the Courtauld Institute, where she completed an 
MA on 19th century art and a PhD on the work of painters at the 
French Academy in Rome.  Kathy has worked for a range of arts 
institutions, including the Open University, NADFAS, Birkbeck 
College, Newcastle University and Morley College, where she was 
head of the Art & Design Department.

Expert lecturers include: 
Angela Cox, Lecturer in British 
painting, currently researching 
for an MPhil in English 
Portraiture
Dr Justine Hopkins, freelance 
lecturer, specialist in 19th and 
20th century art and design
Joachim Strupp, founder of 
Art Pursuits Abroad and art 
historian, specialist in Italian and 
German art.
Clare Ford-Wille, independent 
art historian, who lectures for 
Birkbeck, the V&A and NADFAS

Topics include: 
Chardin and Still Life
Artists, Exhibitions and Patrons
Art Display in Domestic and 
Museum Settings
Anatomy and the Artist’s Training
The Romantic Landscape
Moral Narratives from Hogarth 
to Holman Hunt
Artist brotherhoods: Nazarenes, 
Pre-Raphaelites, Nabis
Bohemia and the Avant-Garde
Art of the American Civil War
Manet, Degas and the Painting of 
Modern Life
Artist Colonies: Barbizon, Pont 
Aven and Skagen
Fin de Siècle Vienna
New Languages of art - Seurat, 
Van Gogh and Cézanne

£1950 per year, £1600 concessions
£825 per term, £640 concessions
£73 per day, £57 concessions

Find full course programme and booking information at
www.vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211

Divan Japonais, Poster by 
Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, 
French, 1892



The Adoration of the Magi, 
Panel relief, whale’s bone, 
Northern Spain, ca. 1120-50 18–19

Year Course
Early Medieval: 300-1250
Fridays, 23 September 2016 – 14 July 2017  
(over 3 terms) 11.10 – 15.30

‘Each week I have been transported by inspiring 
lecturers who have shone bright light onto the history, 
art and culture of the not so “dark” Dark Ages…. The 
V&A galleries provide all-important primary material 
for study too. Come and be enthralled!’

Celebrate the Museum’s world-class early medieval 
collection. Spanning the period from the 4th to 
the mid 13th century, the course covers the rise of 
Christianity in the East and West, and demonstrates 
how patrons and artists of the early Middle Ages 
transformed Classical principles to meet the 
aspirations of the new world order. Buildings and 
artefacts as diverse as Hagia Sophia in Istanbul, the 
Gloucester Candlestick, the Gospels of Henry the Lion 
and the Alfred Jewel, will be set within their historical 
context, and interpreted in terms of their patronage, 
materials and techniques, function and original 
setting.

Course Director: Dr Sally Dormer
A specialist medieval art historian and lecturer, Sally gained an 
M.A. in Medieval Art History and a Ph.D. in Medieval manuscript 
illumination at the Courtauld Institute, University of London, 
after reading History as an undergraduate at the University of 
Durham. Previously Course Director for the Late Medieval and Early 
Renaissance 1250-1500 V&A Year Course, Sally is Dean of European 
Studies, a study abroad semester for undergraduates from the 
University of the South and Rhodes College, USA, and teaches for 
the Art Fund, NADFAS, Swan Hellenic and Gresham College.

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211

Expert lecturers include: 
Dr Catherine Oakes, University 
of Oxford and Course Consultant 
Dr Richard Plant, Christie’s 
Education
Professor David Park, Courtauld 
Institute of Art
Dr Cecily Hennessy, Christie’s 
Education
Professor Henry Mayr-Harting, 
University of Oxford
Dr Nina Ramirez, Continuing 
Education, University of Oxford 
The Reverend Gordon Mursell, 
retired Bishop of Stafford and 
lecturer, University of Glasgow 
Dr John McNeill, Continuing 
Education, University of Oxford

Topics include:
Contexts: Historical, Philosophical 
and Theological
Early Christian Mosaics
Byzantine Art before and after 
Iconoclasm
Carolingian and Ottonian 
Goldsmiths’ Work and Ivory 
Carving
Anglo-Saxon Art
Art, Artefacts and the Liturgy
Romanesque and Early Gothic 
Architecture
Painting on Parchment, Plaster 
and Panel
The Rediscovery of Architectural 
Sculpture
Saints, Pilgrimages and Relics

£1950 per year, £1600 concessions
£825 per term, £640 concessions
£73 per day, £57 concessions



20–21

Short Course
The V&A: Collections and 
Curators
12 weeks, Fridays 23 September – 16 December 2016
(Half term: 28 October), 10.30 – 13.00

Course Leaders: Curators and leading experts in the 
field including Richard Edgcumbe, Senior Curator 
Jewellery; Tim Stanley, Senior Curator Islamic Middle 
East; Simon Sladen, Senior Curator of Modern & 
Contemporary Performance; Lesley Miller, Senior 
Curator of Furniture, Textiles and Fashion and Martin 
Barnes, Senior Curator Photography

The Victoria and Albert Museum’s collection spans 
two thousand years of art in virtually every medium, 
from many parts of the world, and visitors to the 
Museum encounter a treasure house of amazing  
and beautiful objects. Through a combination of 
lectures and gallery visits, as well as studio trips, 
this course provides insight into the huge variety of 
works housed within the walls of the Museum.  
Led by V&A Curators, past and present, as well as 
leading experts in the field, join us to discover more 
about the Museum and its collections.

This course has a number of gallery visits.  
Please contact the Bookings Office to discuss  
further if you have any mobility issues.

£530, £460 concessions

Short Course
The Twentieth Century: 
Masters of Modern 
Architecture and Design
24 weeks, Thursdays, 29 September 2016 – 30 March 
2017, (over 2 terms) 11.00 – 15.30 
 
Course Leader: Christine Lalumia, Design Historian 
and Executive Director, Contemporary Applied Art

From Alvar Aalto to Frank Lloyd Wright, from Art 
Deco to Post-Modernism, this two-term course 
explores the major movements and practitioners 
associated with 20th century design. It examines 
the architecture and design of the period against 
the backdrop of the myriad manifestations of social, 
economic and technological change. Beginning 
with the origins of the Modern Movement in the 
years prior to WW1, it provides a chronological and 
contextual survey of the principal styles to the end 
of the century. These include Art Deco, Surrealism, 
Bauhaus, Scandinavian Modern, Pop, Contemporary 
and Post-Modernism.  The course also highlights 
the contribution and influence of key practitioners 
such as Victor Horta, J-E Ruhlman, Le Corbusier, 
Eileen Gray, Charles Eames, Arne Jacobsen, Philippe 
Starck and Terence Conran, and considers the impact 
of new materials and technology on furniture, 
textiles, architecture and decoration.  Additional 
themes include retail and advertising, international 
exhibitions, and fashion and identity.  

£1,300 for two terms, £1,150 concessions
£775 per term, £625 concessions
£73 per day, £57 concessions

Swing-back Armchair,  
Le Corbusier, 1929

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211



22–23

Short Course
19th and 20th Century 
Jewellery
10 weeks, Tuesdays, 4 October – 13 December 2016 
(Half term: 25 October), 10.30 – 13.00

Course Leader: Dr Beatriz Chadour-Sampson, 
Jewellery Historian and Curator

This course reveals the history of jewellery in the 
aftermath of the French Revolution and the return 
to luxury after Napoleon comes to power. How 
the Industrial Revolution affected society and the 
manufacturing of jewellery will be explored as well 
as the Romantic and Revivalist styles of the 19th 
century. The discovery of diamonds in Africa and the 
development of cultured pearls lead to new designs 
in jewellery. Style icons from royalty in the 19th 
century to the celebrity of today have an impact on 
what jewellery is worn.  The modern art movements 
and their influence on Art Nouveau and Art Deco 
jewellery will be followed as well as the breaking 
of traditions in the later 20th century with new 
materials, techniques and designs as had never been 
seen before.    

£440, £380 concessions

Short Course
The 15th Century Northern 
Renaissance: Van Eyck to Bosch
10 weeks, Tuesdays, 4 October – 13 December 2016
(Half term: 25 October), 10.30 – 13.00

Course Leader: Clare Ford-Wille, Independent Art 
Historian and Lecturer

The patronage of the Dukes of Burgundy and the 
merchants of the trading centres in the Netherlands 
during the 15th century contributed towards one 
of the most vibrant periods of artistic production 
from the precious illuminated manuscripts to the 
outstanding productions of Netherlandish painters 
such as Jan van Eyck, Rogier van der Weyden or 
Memling. Vibrant tapestries and glittering objects of 
gold and silver adorned the palaces of the wealthy. 
German and Netherlandish artists were responsible 
for innovations in drawing and painting techniques, 
not least the perfection of the oil technique through 
which their paintings became famous throughout 
Europe, but also a range of diverse subject matter 
from landscape to still life.  

Towards the end of the century, in particular, the 
painter Hieronymus Bosch combined the new 
and the traditional in his extraordinary artistic 
productions, which are being explored in a series of 
exhibitions this year, marking the five hundredth 
anniversary of his death. This has resulted in exciting 
new research into his subject matter and techniques 
which will be the subject of study in the last part of 
this course.  

£440, £380 concessions

Brooch of platinum, lapis 
lazuli, diamonds and onyx, 
made by Cartier, New York, 
USA, 1920-1930

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211



Short Course
The Classical World and 
Classical Revivals
10 weeks, Tuesdays, 4 October – 13 December 2016
(Half term: 25 October) 14.00 – 16.30

Course Leader: Dr Kathy McLauchlan, V&A Year 
Course Director

The civilisations of Ancient Greece and Rome have 
provided a seemingly inexhaustible source of 
inspiration for European art, design and architecture 
from the 15th century right up to the present day.  
This course explores the key elements of Classicism, 
and their subsequent re-interpretation and revival 
in later times. It examines the cultural highlights 
of the Classical world, including Homeric myths 
and their representation in sculpture and vase-
painting, the architecture of Athens and Rome, 
and the rich decoration and furnishings revealed 
at Herculaneum and Pompeii.  The second half of 
the course investigates the ways in which classical 
themes, motifs, architecture and styles have been 
re-discovered - first in Italy in the 1500s, and later 
in France, Britain and Germany in the 18th and 19th 
centuries - and have been re-worked in painting, 
decoration, architecture and design in Renaissance, 
Baroque and Neo-Classical styles.

£440, £380 concessions

24–25

Short Course
The Art of Revolution: Art 
and Visual Culture in Europe 
and America 1755 – 1918 
10 weeks, Fridays, 7 October – 16 December 2016
(Half term: 28 October) 14.00 – 16.30

Course Leader: Dr Kevin Childs, Independent Lecturer 
and Writer

This course will explore the exciting and bold 
innovations of the visual culture that informed 
revolutions and revolutionary ideas from the late 
18th to the early 20th century, creating our modern 
way of thinking as well as our modern way of seeing. 

From Jacques Louis David’s Neoclassicism to 
Delacroix’s Romanticism, William Blake to Paul 
Delaroche, artists plundered the past for modern 
political commentary. Heeding the call of Charles 
Baudelaire for a new modernity in art, the everyday 
lives of city dwellers replaced the picturesque 
hardships of the rural poor as subjects for art in the 
work of Edouard Manet and Edgar Degas, while the 
sexual revolution of the Symbolists and Decadents 
at the end of the century explored new ideas about 
what it meant to be human. 

Clothes, interiors, ceramics and glass represented 
political expression in all its many forms. Cartoons 
and propaganda posters spoke to a wider public, and 
the avant-garde rejected all that had gone before. 
This was evident no more so than during the cultural 
upheaval of the Russian Revolution as the world was 
engulfed in total war.

£440, £380 concessions

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211

A Fountain with Classical 
Ruins, Oil on canvas, Italian 
School, c.18th century



Short Course
Fire, Earth and Water: 
Ceramics of East Asia
10 Weeks, Tuesdays 10 January – 21 March 2017
(Half term: 14th February) 10.30 – 13.00

Course Leader: Helen Glaister, V&A Year Course 
Director

The V&A holds one of the leading collections of East 
Asian Ceramics, from the earliest earthenwares and 
stonewares of China to the fine porcelains of Korea 
and Japan. Taking the V&A collection as its primary 
focus, this course will explore aspects of design 
and motif, function and form and the technical 
innovations which placed East Asian ceramics at 
the forefront of ceramic manufacture. Connections 
through trade and diplomacy will highlight the 
interplay between markets and makers from the 
kilns of mainland China to the Korean peninsula, the 
Japanese archipelago and beyond.

£440, £380 concessions

Short Course
The Arts and Crafts in 
England: Tradition and 
Innovation
10 Weeks, Tuesdays 10 January – 21 March 2017
(Half term: 14th February) 10.30 – 13.00

Course Leader: Dr Anne Anderson, FSA Writer, 
Broadcaster and Lecturer

The Arts and Crafts ethos was far more than simply 
another style; it was a whole way of thinking about 
life. A reformist phenomenon, it hoped to save 
Society through Art, notably the crafts or applied 
arts which were lauded as a means of bringing art 
into everyday life.  Idealistic and ethical, it was a 
life-style choice, prioritising quality and simplicity 
over materialism; homes should be both convenient 
and comfortable. Lovingly made, individualistic, 
hand-crafted furnishings were superior to repetitive 
mass-produced ‘soulless’ commodities. Furniture 
and metalwork expressed their making through 
the mark of the chisel or hammer. An interest in 
traditional crafts encouraged adherents to turn their 
back on the city, seen as alienating and degrading.  
The countryside offered an authentic way of living, 
a chance to attain the Simple Life or Good Life.  
We would call it an ‘alternative life style’, one that 
offered a means of opting out of the system of 
capitalism and industrialisation.  While William 
Morris is said to have led the way, it was not until 
the 1880s that the movement gained momentum 
with the Founding of the Art Workers Guild.  The 
following decade the architectural scene was 
dominated by C.F.A. Voysey, C.R. Ashbee, Charles 
Harrison Townsend, William Lethaby, E.S. Prior, 
Edwin Lutyens, Ernest Gimson and the Barnsleys. 
The concept of Das Englische Haus became a global 
phenomenon which still resonates today. 

£440, £380 concessions

26–27

Furnishing fabric ‘Bird’ of 
Jacquard-woven wool, 
designed by William Morris 
for Morris & Co., Great 
Britain, 1877-1888

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211



Short Course
The British Face :  
Holbein to Hockney
10 weeks, Tuesdays, 17 January – 28 March 2017
(Half Term: 14 February), 14.00 – 16.30

Course leader: Richard Humphreys, Author of  
Tate Companion to British Art

Portraiture has dominated the history of British art. 
It has encompassed a huge variety of sitters, ranging 
from the mighty and the modest, friends and lovers, 
heroes and working people. It has been the looking 
glass in which the British have watched their private 
lives and their dynamic society change over the 
centuries.

This course begins in the Tudor and Stuart periods, 
when artists pictured the supremacy of the 
monarchy and aristocracy in superb, dynastic images 
by artists such as Holbein, Van Dyck, and Lely. It was 
also a period when the portrait miniature flourished 
and when high quality engravings emerged. 

Sessions will move through the Georgian era, with 
Hogarth and Reynolds when the market for portraits 
expanded, to the Victorian period and the  
Pre-Raphaelite and Aesthetic painters such as 
Whistler and Sargent.

This course concludes with a close examination of 
Britain’s greatest modern portraitists such as Sickert, 
Lewis, Bacon and Hockney.
 
£440, £380 concessions

Short Course
Iconic Houses London
10 weeks, Tuesdays, 17 January – 28 March 2017
(Half term: 14 February) 14.00 – 16.30

Course Leader: Dr Gregory Votolato, Architect, 
Curator, Teacher and Writer

This course will explore some of the most 
architecturally significant houses in the UK, from 
classic works by Sir John Soane and Richard Norman 
Shaw, to the modernism of Welles Coates, and 
to recent masterpieces by notable contemporary 
architects including Sarah Wigglesworth and John 
Pawson. This course examines the interiors, the 
planning, exteriors and settings of houses that 
define modern British architecture and design. 
Individual sessions will consider the history of each 
house, planning considerations, specific innovations 
and materials, the client’s requirements and roles 
in the project, and the furnishings and decorations. 
They will also ask what makes each building so 
influential in its time and discuss the case for 
conservation or restoration. 

£440, £380 concessions

28–29

Portrait of author & 
printmaker Joshua Kirby 
(1716–74); by Thomas 
Gainsborough (1727–88); 
English; c.1756–57. Oil on 
canvas.

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211



Short Course
Ten Great Plays
10 weeks, Fridays, 20 January – 31 March 2017
(Half term: 17 February) 14.00 – 16.30

Course Leaders: Giles Ramsay, Theatre Producer and 
Director and Malcolm Jones, Theatre Practitioner, 
Historian and Writer
 
This course will examine some of the major works 
of the past 2,500 years and set each one in its 
social and cultural context. From the Oresteia to 
Everyman, Hamlet to The Rivals, plays always reflect 
the age from which they sprang. Considering the 
works of Sophocles, Marlowe, Goldsmith, Wilde, 
Ibsen, Chekhov, Shaw, Coward, Pinter and Stoppard, 
amongst many others, we will explore in depth how 
these writers’ plays were received at the time and 
what they have to say to us today. 

£440, £380 concessions

30–31

Short Course
Fantasy & the Surreal
10 weeks, Tuesdays, 25 April – 4 July 2017
(Half term: 30 May) 10.30 – 13.00

Course Leader: Dr Kathy McLauchlan, V&A Year 
Course Director

Gain an insight into one of the central strands 
of western art.  Covering the period from the 
Renaissance to the 20th century Hieronymus 
Bosch to Salvador Dali, this course explores the 
changing roles of fantasy and the imagination 
in art and design. We consider how artists have 
given visual form to a hidden world, through 
communicating Christian ideas, illustrating stories 
from classical mythology or exploring the realm 
of the unconscious.  A chance to learn about the 
development of a particular aspect of the western 
art tradition, as manifested in the work of artists 
including Hieronymus Bosch, Henry Fuseli, Francisco 
Goya, John Martin and Salvador Dali.

£440, £380 concessions

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211

Albert Finney as Hamlet, 
black and white photograph, 
Old Vic Theatre - (London, 
England), 1975



32–33

Short Course
Creative Quarters:  
Artists and London
10 weeks, Tuesdays, 25 April – 4 July 2017
(Half term: 30 May) 14.00 – 16.30

Course Leader: Jo Banham, Author, Curator and 
Lecturer

This course explores London’s role as an epicentre of 
the art world. The 18th century saw the formation 
of art academies and schools and upwardly mobile 
artists like Reynolds and Kneller lived close to 
wealthy patrons in Covent Garden and Queen Anne 
Street. Auction houses and dealers had premises in 
London’s West End, and rural retreats like Hampstead 
and riverside areas like Chelsea became popular 
with landscape painters like Constable and Turner. 
By the end of the 19th century, London was home 
to thousands of artists, the richest living in grand, 
purpose-built studios. The 20th century witnessed 
the emergence of avant-garde groupings around 
Camden Town, Bloomsbury, and Soho, to be followed 
by the great exodus east to Whitechapel, Hoxton 
and Shoreditch. From Holbein to Hogarth to  
Hockney and Hirst, this course explores the history 
of these centres of creativity as well as the different 
ways in which artists have represented London and 
its people.

£440, £380 concessions

Short Course
Iconic Buildings USA
10 weeks, Tuesdays, 25 April – 4 July 2017
(Half term: 30 May) 14.00 – 16.30

Course Leader: Dr Gregory Votolato, Architect, 
Curator, Teacher and Writer

Although North America’s architectural heritage 
is relatively new in global terms, in the twentieth 
century it has left an enormously rich legacy of iconic 
homes, public buildings and commercial structures. 
This course will introduce many familiar and some 
less well-known examples of American architecture 
spanning the decades since the formation of the 
nation’s design identity in the last years of the 
nineteenth century. With the rise of the skyscraper 
city and suburban sprawl, new technologies, 
contrasting aesthetic directions and previously 
unimaginable social problems, the architectural 
design of the USA can be viewed as a cautionary 
tale and as an inspiration for anyone interested in 
contemporary town planning, architectural design 
and community. The work and ideas of major figures 
including Stanford White, Frank Lloyd Wright, Philip 
Johnson, Walter Gropius, and Frank Gehry will be 
examined.

£440, £380 concessions

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211

View of Lower Terrace, 
Hampstead; by John 
Constable (1776–1837); 
English; c.1822. Oil on canvas.



Short Course
Unearthed: A History of 
Gardens from Medieval  
to Modern
10 weeks, Fridays, 28 April – 7 July 2017 
(Half term: 2 June) 10.30 – 13.00

Course Leader: Christine Lalumia, Design Historian 
and Executive Director, Contemporary Applied Art

This course explores the rich, social and cultural 
history of gardens and gardening over a thousand 
years, bringing to life some of the world’s most 
beautiful and magnificent examples. 

Learn how an appreciation of style and techniques 
can help us to understand how modern gardens 
have developed, how meaning has been ascribed to 
gardens over the centuries and how the availability 
of exotic and initially unfamiliar plant species has 
hugely influenced garden design. From the cooling 
fountains of the Alhambra to the imposing grounds 
and complicated iconography of Renaissance villas, 
from the clean lines of the formal French parterre 
to the tumbling trellises and luxuriant planting 
of cottage designs, the course explains the origins 
of the most influential gardening styles. It also 
introduces some of the world’s principal gardeners, 
horticulturalists and designers, discusses which 
plants were considered the most valuable or 
fashionable of their day, and reveals the marvels of 
pleasure gardens, glasshouses and grottoes.

£440, £380 concessions

Tulips, Watercolour, by 
Johann Jakob Walther, 1654 34–35

Short Course
Shakespeare and Italy:  
From the Elizabethan Era  
to the Present
6 weeks, Tuesdays, 11 October – 22 November 2016
(Half term: 25 October) 14.00 – 16.30

Course Leader: Dr Enza De Francisci, University 
College London (AHRC Collaborative Learning in the 
Arts, Society and the Humanities Fellow)

An inter-disciplinary course that brings together 
leading scholars from English Literature, Italian 
Studies, Translation Studies and Comparative 
Literature, to offer an in-depth view of the 
fascinating dynamics between Shakespeare and 
Italian literary culture from the Elizabethan era 
to the present day. Arranged chronologically, the 
sessions address the wide range of plays which 
Shakespeare situates in Italy, including Much Ado 
about Nothing, The Winter’s Tale, Romeo and Juliet, 
The Merchant of Venice and Othello. 

Besides providing close textual analyses of the 
individual plays, the course considers how Italian 
authors, actors, and composers repurposed 
a selection of Shakespearean characters for 
contemporary audiences, including the troupes of 
the Commedia dell’arte, Giuseppe Verdi, the first 
Sicilian dialect theatre company, and the recent 
‘Shylock Project’. The course thus combines the study 
of a variety of disciplines with more practical-based 
sessions (including a Commedia dell’arte mask 
workshop) to explain and explore the vibrant and 
shifting currents of transnational exchange between 
Shakespeare and Italy.

£275, £235 concessions

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211



36–37
Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211

Short Course
British Theatre 2016: 
An Overview
8 weeks, Sundays, 2 October – 27 November 2016 
(Half term: 30 October) 11.00 – 13.00

Course Leader: Matt Wolf, Lecturer and Leading 
Theatre Critic

Join Matt Wolf, London theatre critic for the 
International New York Times and theatre editor 
at The Arts Desk, to explore a selection of the 
most significant productions of the last 12 months 
from bold new writing to notable revivals. It is 
an exciting moment for London’s vibrant theatre 
scene with a wealth of critically acclaimed and 
‘must-see’ productions being created. Meet 
leading theatre practitioners as they join Matt in 
discussion about contemporary theatre, providing 
fascinating insight for any avid theatregoer. Previous 
guests have included actors Alex Hassell and Katie 
Brayben, playwright James Graham, directors Vicky 
Featherstone and Michael Grandage, and producer 
Sonia Friedman.

£365, £325 concessions

Short Course
Pride and Joy: Representing 
Children in British Art
8 weeks, Fridays, 20 January – 17 March 2017
(Half term: 17 February) 10.30 – 13.00

Course Leader: Angela Cox, Art Historian  
and Lecturer

This course investigates how children are depicted 
in art, and explores how these images fashion our 
understanding of childhood experience. Rather 
than offering a comprehensive historical survey, 
this course pinpoints themes of particular interest, 
and has as its starting point the meticulous poised 
representations of elite Tudor children. Informality 
and innocence are characteristics of eighteenth 
century portraits, while later still children are 
depicted with cloying sentimentality. In Victorian 
genre paintings they were often the focus for moral 
virtues – charity, honesty, kindness and obedience. 
Photography transformed the range and modes of 
depiction and in book illustration children were not 
only represented, but also became the audience for,  
and were influenced by, these images. 

£365, £325 concessions

Everyman, National Theatre, 
Photograph by Graham 
Brandon, 2015
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Course Leader: Dr Paula Henderson, Architectural 
and Garden Historian, Author and Lecturer  

William Shakespeare lived in London during the 
decades before and after the turn of the 17th century, 
a ‘golden age’ for the city. While London had become 
overcrowded, increasingly squalid and plague-ridden, 
it was a magnet for the finest craftsmen, both native 
and foreign, and for the wealthiest patrons. Courtiers 
and aristocrats, aware of the benefits of life in the 
metropolis, acquired grand mansions, which they 
complemented with splendid gardens and filled 
with the exotic goods that were pouring in from 
abroad. We will create a vivid picture of the ‘flower 
of Cities all’ by focusing on early maps, portraiture, 
architecture, decorative arts and the larger urban 
landscape.  Visits to the great collections and 
galleries of the V&A will give us the opportunity to 
look closely at the wonderful variety of objects that 
have miraculously survived.

£365, £325 concessions

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211

Short Course
The Arts of the  
Byzantine Empire
8 weeks, Tuesdays, 25 April – 20 June 2017
(Half term: 30 May) 10.30 – 13.00 

Course Leader: Dr Sally Dormer, V&A Year Course 
Director. The course will also include contributions by 
Dr Cecily Hennessy, Christie’s Education

Discover more about the Byzantine Empire, 
ruled from its capital, Constantinople (present 
day Istanbul) for over a thousand years, from its 
foundation in 330, until its fall to the Ottomans 
in 1453. This course will explore the luxury arts 
for which Byzantine craftsmen were justly famed 
throughout the Middle Ages: ivories, enamels and 
metalwork, illuminated manuscripts, silks, icons 
and mosaics. The course will focus on material from 
the 9th to 14th centuries. Each morning will consist 
of an hour-long lecture, followed by two thirty-
minute sessions in the Medieval Galleries focussing 
on objects in the V&A’s collection. Objects will be 
discussed in their historical context, and issues such 
as patronage and iconography examined. 

£365, £325 concessions

Short Course
Art, Architecture and Places 
of Pleasure in Shakespeare’s 
London
8 weeks, Fridays, 21 April – 16 June 2017
(Half term: 2 June) 14.00 – 16.30

Miniature mosaic panel of 
The Annunciation, Byzantine 
(Constantinople), ca. 1320



Evening Courses NEW
Enjoy engaging part-time short courses, one evening per week, exploring 
popular subjects and led by the V&A’s expert course leaders. Courses will 
be taking place at the Victoria and Albert Museum (closest tube stop South 
Kensington) and at the V&A The Museum of Childhood (closest tube stop 
Bethnal Green).

10 week Evening Courses at the V&A South Kensington
£425, £365 concessions per course

1. Restoration and After: A History of Theatre from 1660 to the Present Day
Mondays, 10 weeks, 3 October – 12 December 2016
(Half term: 24 October) 18.30 –20.30
Course Leaders: Giles Ramsay, Theatre Producer and Director and Malcolm Jones, 
Theatre Practitioner, Historian and Writer
In 1660 Charles Stuart returned to England as King and the theatres, closed 
during the Commonwealth, were re-opened. Within a generation London had 
Drury Lane, Covent Garden and women on the stage. This short course explores 
how this renaissance of drama led to the rise of the actor-managers and a 
revolution in acting styles which continued to develop through the 19th century 
into the naturalistic style we are familiar with today.

2. Art Deco
Mondays, 10 weeks, 3 October – 12 December 2016
(Half term: 24 October) 18.30 – 20.30
Course Leader: Christine Lalumia, Design Historian and Executive Director, 
Contemporary Applied Art
Discover the delights of Art Deco, the most distinctive and elegant of international, 
inter-war styles. Explore new directions in painting, the rise of the machine 
aesthetic and the growing interest in ancient Egyptian, Aztec and Mayan cultures 
and the arts of Africa and Japan. This course examines key figures such as Emile-
Jacques Ruhlmann, Eileen Gray, Paul Poiret and Rene Lalique, and themes including 
exhibitions, skyscrapers, exoticism, performance, and streamlining.

3. Fantasy and the Surreal
Mondays, 10 weeks, 9 January – 20 March 2017
(Half term: 13 February) 18.30 – 20.30
Course Leader: Dr Kathy McLauchlan, V&A Year Course Director
Gain an insight into one of the central strands of western art.  Covering the 
period from the Renaissance to the 20th century Hieronymus Bosch to Salvador 
Dali, this course explores the changing roles of fantasy and the imagination in art 
and design.  

4. Women in 20th Century Decorative Arts
Mondays, 10 weeks, 9 January – 20 March 2017
(Half term: 13 February) 18.30 – 20.30
Course Leaders: Lis Darby and Lis Bogdan, Sotheby’s Institute of Art
Within the decorative arts, women are usually associated with textiles and 
jewellery, both as designers and as makers. However, they have made significant 
contributions to the fields of furniture, glass, ceramics and metalwork and they 
have equally had an important influence on consumption as taste makers. This 
course will explore the varied participation of women in design from the late 
19th century to the present day, assessing their contribution not only in terms of 
materials and techniques, but also in relation to style and innovation.

8 week Evening Courses at the V&A Museum of Childhood, Bethnal Green 
(www.vam.ac.uk/moc)
£350, £310 concessions per course

1. Creative Quarters: Artists and London
Tuesdays, 8 weeks, 4 October – 29 November 2016
(Half term: 25 October) 18.30 – 20.30
Course Leader: Jo Banham, Author, Curator and Lecturer
From Holbein to Hogarth to Hockney and Hirst, this course explores the history 
of these centres of creativity as well as the different ways in which artists have 
represented London and its people.

2. Victorian London
Tuesdays, 8 weeks, 10 January – 7 March 2017
(Half term: 14 February) 18.30 – 20.30
Course Leader: Mike Berlin, Historian and Lecturer
Explore the art, architecture, literature, entertainment, and highs and lows of 
life in Victorian London – the largest and wealthiest city in the world. This course 
examines the social, economic and cultural history of the capital as well as the 
lives of many of its most famous inhabitants. Topics include railways and the 
growth of suburbia, the role of philanthropy, music halls and other forms of 
entertainment, the London art world, the sweated trades and luxury trading.

3.The Irresistible East: London and Change
Tuesdays, 8 weeks, 25 April – 20 June 2017
(Half term: 30 May) 18.30 – 20.30
Course Leader: Cathy Ross, Curator and Historian
Covering East London’s history from 1600 onwards, this course will focus in 
particular on the heart of the East End, the old metropolitan boroughs of Bethnal 
Green, Poplar, Stepney and Bow.  The sessions will explore the history of these 
highly-charged places through a series of subject case-studies, looking at how 
events in East London had profound and long-lasting effects on wider ideas in 
British culture.Find full course programme and booking information at

vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211 40–41



Weekend Courses NEW
Enjoy two intensive and engaging days led by the V&A’s expert course leaders.
£262, £195 concessions per course

1. Art, Architecture and Places of Pleasure in Shakespeare’s London
Saturday 22 & Sunday 23 October 2016, 11.00 – 16.00
Course Leader: Dr Paula Henderson, Architectural and garden historian, author 
and lecturer. 
William Shakespeare lived in London during the decades before and after the 
turn of the 17th century, a ‘golden age’ for the city. We will create a vivid picture 
of the ‘flower of Cities all’ by focusing on early maps, portraiture, architecture, 
decorative arts and the larger urban landscape.

2. Pearls
Saturday 26 & Sunday 27 November 2016, 11.00 – 16.00
Course Leader: Dr Beatriz Chadour-Sampson, Jewellery Historian and Curator
Pearls are miracles of nature and a global phenomenon. Through history they 
have been venerated for their lustre and beauty. In Europe the myths and legends 
surrounding this gem range from power and authority, to purity and chastity and 
even seductiveness. Through the introduction of the cultured pearl in the early 
20th century pearls have become an affordable adornment and a timeless jewel.

3. English Embroidery
Saturday 3 & Sunday 4 December 2016, 11.00 – 16.00
Course Leader: Jennifer Wearden, V&A Year Course Director
This short, intensive course will present you with a thorough exploration of 
‘English’ embroidery, a widely accepted term which covers work done across 
the British Isles.  The techniques, designs and sometimes surprising purpose of 
embroidery will be examined and you will discover how expertise was lost in 
the 14th century, new techniques were introduced in the 18th, skill was eroded in 
the 19th and how embroidery was re-discovered in the 20th century and is once 
again an art in which we excel. 

4. Mid-Century Modern
Saturday 25 & Sunday 26 February 2017, 11.00 – 16.00
Course Leader: Dominic Bradbury, Journalist and Writer
Few periods of design inspire such interest and affection as Mid-Century Modern. 
The houses, interiors, furniture and decorative pieces of the 1950s and 1960s are 
infused with a spirit of warmth and playfulness, as well as being so innovative 
in their use of form, materials and colour. The course provides an introduction 
to the period and a comprehensive overview, with lectures covering a spectrum 
of design, including Houses & Interiors, Furniture, Glass & Ceramics, Textiles, 
Lighting, Graphics & Posters and Product Design.

Find full course programme and booking information at
vam.ac.uk/courses or by calling 020 7942 2211

5. Fascinating Footwear
Saturday 18 & Sunday 19 March 2017, 11.00 – 16.00
Course Leader: Fiona Campbell, Lecturer at the London College of Fashion and 
Designer/Maker of Shoes
This series of talks explores the rich and fascinating history of shoes from the 
introduction of the humble sandal in ancient times to symbols of status and 
rank. Examining the principal styles and introduction of the heel, techniques 
and cultural connotations to the ever-higher heels and flamboyant styles of the 
present day.

6. William Morris: In Pursuit of Beauty
Saturday 29 & Sunday 30 April 2017, 11.00 – 16.00
Course Leader: Jo Banham, Author, Curator and Lecturer
Explore the work of the artists, designer, conservationist, and socialist, William 
Morris whose ideas laid the foundations for the Arts & Crafts Movement and 
changed the appearance of objects and decorations within the home. 

7. Designing the V&A: 1857 – 2017
Saturday 13 & Sunday 14 May 2017, 11.00 – 16.00
Course Leaders: Christopher Marsden, V&A Senior Archivist and Matilda Pye, V&A 
Learning Academy Programme Manager
Trace the history of the V&A through the visionary designers, architects, artists 
and museum directors who have created one of the most loved museum 
buildings in the world.

8. Secession!  Jugendstil in the North
Saturday 3 & Sunday 4 June 2017, 11.00 – 16.00
Course Leader: Dr Anne Anderson, FSA Writer, Broadcaster and Lecturer
Jugendstil is often perceived as simply the German expression for Art Nouveau, 
an artistic movement originating in France and Belgium that enjoyed immense 
popularity around 1900. However, both ideologically and stylistically Jugendstil 
is very different from French Art Nouveau. On the cusp of the 20th century, 
contemporary artists, designers and architects wished to foster a new beginning, 
a ‘Spring’ in the creative arts. But to do this they had to break with tradition 
or ‘secede’ from conservative art institutions. Through the World Expositions, 
Jugendstil fostered an international nationalism, often drawing on folk traditions 
to assert regional and national identity.

42–43
The Royal Institute of British Architects kindly gave permission to use their 
images due to The V&A and RIBA Architecture Partnership.
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